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A Study of Teaching English as a Foreign Language
at Japanese Elementary Schools

Keiko SATO

There are several issues regarding the teaching of foreign lan-
guages to children. Through the influence of globalization in
non-English speaking countries, the teaching of English at ele-
mentary schools has become increasingly common, and
English is considered to be one of the most important lan-
guages to be taught during the early stages of school educa-
tion. Japan has also been confronting this matter, having
recently introduced English as a subject to be taught at ele-
mentary schools. Official government guidelines demonstrate
correct practice for English teaching at elementary level,
although schools continue to experience difficulties and con-
cerns as to how to implement English in the curriculum. In
my article, I aim to analyze these problems in comparison to
the experience of countries in the European Union, especially
strategies in British primary schools for teaching foreign lan-
guages.
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